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the impression of the sundering of the old ties. Changes
which have taken place during the last two centuries, and
especially within the last three or four decades, are however
of an altogether different order. They seem almost unrelated
to the past and bear all the marks of an entirely new begin-
ning.

The impression  of utter novelty is no doubt wrong.
Present phases are the culmination of a process that began
long ago and has persisted through centuries. Nevertheless
the impression of break with the past cannot be denied.
Nor is this peculiar to India alone. Changes which have
occurred during the last three or four centuries have made
a greater difference to human life and culture than the
changes which occurred in the whole of previous recorded
history. In fact, the pace of change has been accelerated
at a terrifying rate since the beginning of this century.
The modem period has not only seen accelerated changes,
it has also seen unification on a scale and degree never
experienced  before. There have been many civilisations
before, but there has hardly ever been a world civilisation.
Ancient Indian civilisation was primarily the concern of
India. Roman   civilisation   was  confined  mainly  to  the
Mediterranean basin. Chinese civilisation had little influence
outside its immediate orbit. In spite of its wider spread,
even Arab civilisation was regional rather than terrestrial.
In fact, the material conditions for a truly world civilisation
did not exist. With the conquest of nature, conditions have
for the first time been created for a civilisation that can
function on a global scale.

The most notable feature of this global civilisation is
the passion for social justice. It challenges the sway of
exploitation and imperialism. It attacks social inequality
and inequity at their very base. Its instrument of attack
is the machine which liberates human energy and creates
the possibility of leisure for every human individual. The
enslavement of nature for the first time in history makes